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I N WORSHIP 

 

Sunday,  June 7th  

Trinity Sunday 

Sermon:  òThe Divine Danceó 

                 John 3:1-17 

 

Sunday, June 14th 

2nd  Sunday after Pentecost 

Mr. Daryl Presson preaching 

 

Sunday, June 21st 

3rd  Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon: òFriends of Jesusó 

                John 15 

 

Sunday, June 28th 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Mrs. Paige Krotchko preaching 

 

FROM  THE  PASTORɀS DESK 
 Rev. David C. Hockett 

Love, Serve, and Live as Christ  

                        

 the MESSENGER 

    a  publication of MILFORD HILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

      
     Six years have gone by very fast.  I vividly remember moving into the parsonage on a warm 
June afternoon.  We had three car seats and a high chair back then.  No high chair now; and in 
October weõll give up our last car seat, all in the blink of an eye, as they say.  I recall the warm 
and generous hospitality that was poured out upon us as you welcomed us into your community 
and your lives.   You made us feel as if we belonged here by offering Christõs love to us.  I now 
see that same warmth and hospitality being offered to Chris and Gloria Hughes as they begin their 
ministry among you and it is a beautiful thing. 
     In a moment like this words do somehow seem very inadequate and yet as a pastor and theolo-
gian I know that it is my vocation to speak a word, a scriptural, theological word that will help to 
name and define our experience.  And so I want to share with you the most theologically pro-
found words I can think of in a moment such as this.  Here goes, òThank you.ó  From the bottom 
of my heart, from the depths of my being, and on behalf of Kim, Salem, Abbey, and Eli, òThank 
you.ó  I am eternally grateful for the many ways you have shared your lives and your love with me 
and my family.  
     Thank you for giving me the privilege of being your pastor, thank you for giving your time and 
energy to the ministry of the church, thank you for supporting my ministry among you, for shar-
ing your ideas, for offering constructive criticism, and for being willing to serve God and one 
another.  Thank you for being faithful, for being willing to admit when you were not, and then 
striving forward for the higher calling of God.  Thank you for your patience with me when I fell 
short of your and Godõs expectations.  Thank you for being willing to forgive me when I disap-
pointed you.  Thank you for supporting me when we had to make hard decisions.  Thank you for 
the countless and surprising ways you responded to Godõs call on your life even before being 
asked.  
     Thank you for loving the people I love the most.  Thank you for not having unrealistic expec-
tations for the òpreacherõs wifeó and for simply allowing Kim to be herself among you.  Thank 
you for being there for her when she needed the church the most.  Thank you for teaching our 
children in Sunday School, for serving as their VBS leaders, for being a confirmation mentor, for 
chaperoning their youth activities, for welcoming them into your homes, your hearts, and your 
lives.  Thank you for praying for them, for setting a good example for them to follow, and for 
being their supporters and their friends.    
     As a United Methodist pastor I know that every appointment will come to an end and one day 
I will have to move on.  However, knowing that doesnõt make the goodbyes any easier.  It has 
been a privilege to share life and ministry with you and we will hold you in our hearts wherever 
God in Godõs future might lead us.  Please pray for us as we continue to strive to be faithful ser-

vants of our Lord.  I leave you with the words of the apostle Paul:  Finally, beloved,* whatever is 
true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commend-
able, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about* these things. 9Keep on 
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be 
with you. ð Philippians 4.8-9        
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Hospitals:  Beulah Hensley, Verna Bragg, Velt 
Penley 

Nursing & Retirement Home Residents:  
Lib Miller, Venetia Miller,  Gladys Motley,  
Mattie Jones, Helen Nelson, Fred Cristman, 
Daniel Harrison, Winnie Sliker, Jim Barringer, 
Buddy Clary, Wilma Penley 

At Home:  Paul Kelly, Shafer Eller, Ruth Smith, 
Caroline Wagoner, Dot Wood, Danny & Lyn 
Hudson,  Charlie & Rose Baer, J. L. Eller,  Fran-
ces Benson, Ann Surratt  

Others:  Cynthia Dwiggins, Hunter Waddell,  
Edna Taylor,  Jim & June Baird, Austin Hoben, 
Patrick Schmeltzer,  Newton Cohen, Debbie 
Hughes, Rev. Reta Steck, Allison Fawcett, Doug 
Rice, Alvin Shaver, Dr. Chris Agner, Sharon 
Hampton, Delane Baker, our enemies, all mili-
tary, unemployed 

O UR  PRESENCE,   
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O UR  PRAYERS ,  

Sunday School                 
Attendance 

Sunday, May 3                        95 

Sunday, May 10                      88 

Sunday, May 17                    102 

Sunday, May 24                      85 

 

Worship  Attendance 

Sunday, May 3                      182 

Sunday, May 10                    179 

Sunday, May 17                    144 

Sunday, May 24                     162 

 

2009 

Sunday, May 3 

$4748.50 

Sunday, May 10 

$8895.50  

Sunday, May 17 

$3330.00 

Sunday, May 24 

$8178.50 

Received to Date  

$105,208.94 

   Childrenõs Message Acolytes Liturgist  

June 7th Cindy Kriminger        8:30 

June Hundley           11:00 

Will Anthony 
Jake Pryor 

Betty Jo Hardy                           8:30 

Diane James                             11:00           

June 14th Paige Krotchko          8:30 
   11:00 

Brooks Burris 
Sarah Burris 

June Scott                                  8:30 

Diane James                             11:00 

June 21st Joyce Richards          8:30 
Marlee Murphy       11:00 

Caroline Shue 
Lainy Slate 

Daryl Presson                            8:30 
Paul Hoben                              11:00     

June 28th  Paige Krotchko          8:30 
Corinne Mault         11:00 

Gavin Miller 
Robbie Slate 

Diana Myers                              8:30 
Paul Hoben                              11:00 

    

       Head Ushers for June:      (8:30)    John Cooper      (11:00)       

       Trustee for June:   Angela Connolly 



 

have some days in August you can 
help, please call the church office. 

FROM  THE  OFFICE 

T EDDY  BEAR  MINISTRIES  
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Milford has  been  busy this month 
taking care of church members and 
their families.  

Milford was sent to Dottie and 
MacKenzie Brady to help them 
through the death of their husband 
and father, Jim Brady.  He has also 

gone to be with a former church 
member, Doug Rice, while he 
undergoes treatments.  Milford 
knows to keep up spirits just by 
being there and giving the love of 
the Spirit.  

Milford may be sponsored in 

honor or memory of someone for a 
donation of $10.00.  Just contact 
the church office. 

 

If you know of someone who needs 
Milford, let the church office know. 

N EWSLETTER BY  EMAIL    

U NITED  M ETHODIST  M EN  

New addresses: 
Melissa Cummings 
341 E. Chamblee Dr. 
Salisbury, NC 28147-9274 
 

Thank you to those who have 
volunteered to cover the office 
for me during the months of July 
and August when I am out recov-
ering from foot surgery.  If you 

If you are willing to receive your church newslet-
ter by email, please email the church office know.  
This is another way we can save church  financial 
resources and be a ògreeneró church..  Contact 
Linda Tutterow at: 

ltutterow@carolina.rr.com with the email ad-
dress you would like the newsletter sent to.  We 
of course will mail newsletters to those who do 
not have access to email. This request applies to 
any non-members who receive The Messenger.  
Anyone is welcome to change the method of re-
ceiving the newsletter. 

If you are a child or youth interested in participating 
in Music Camp this summer, I need to know what 
weeks you are available.  I would like to choose a 
week when most of you can participate, so email me 
at splummer4@carolina.rr.com and tell me what 
will fit into your summer schedule (or you can see 
me or send me a note). 

                                         Mrs. Plummer 

M USIC  CAMP  

Every June, the Salisbury Symphony presents 
Pops at the Post.  Many of our church members 
have attended this event over the past several 
years. You are invited to join us under the Mil-
ford Hills UMC tent on June 6th before the 
concert (which begins at 8:00PM), and bring a 
picnic supper or you can purchase food from 
any of the vendors present. We will be there 
around 5:30 pm. Bring your own chair and letõs 
make it a great evening.  For more information 

contact Linda Tutterow in the church office. 

POPS AT  THE  POST 
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T HANK  Y OU  

W ITH  SYMPATHY  

The congregation extends sympathy to the fam-
ily of Hilda Pickler on her death; to Russ and 
Ada Isphording and Barbara Lamanna on the 
death of their son-in-law and brother-in-law, 
Jim Brady; and to the Christie family on the 
death of Chris Christie. Our prayers are with 
you all. 

Please sign up for providing refreshments at the Gather-
ing Place on Sunday mornings.  If you are unable to set 
up but willing to provide, please contact any member of 
the Evangelism committee.  Thank you. 

 

Be The Match stem cell drive in honor of Derek Gra-
ham, son of Gary and Cindy Graham, on Sunday June 7, 
from 2-6pm at Back Creek Presbyterian Church, Back 
Creek Church Rd, Mt. Ulla, NC.  Derek was diagnosed 
in March 2008 with AML Leukemia.  Contact Sharon 
Stout 704-202-4970 or Terri Lee 704-433-7011 with any 
questions. 

 

Loaves and Fishes for June: Macaroni and cheese 

Statesville Blvd. cleanupñSaturday, June 6th, 8:00 
am.   Help clean up and breakfast together afterward. 

Homeless ShelterñTuesday, June 9thñWord Search 
Sunday School class in charge 

 

Dear Rev. Hockett, 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to present the 
Gideon report to your congregation and for the generous 
gift.  We praise God for the generosity your congregation 
in helping the Gideons distribute Godõs Word at home 
and around the world.  Bonnie and I particularly enjoyed 
the Service and felt very welcome.  Please thank Paige 
Krotchko and Diana Myers for her hospitality during the 
Sunday School hour.   

Please pass on to your congregation that we received 
$222.00 in the offering. This will provide 170 copies of 
the New Testament or 45 full Bibles to be placed both in 
Rowan County and around the world. We pray that the 
seeds planted by these copies of Godõs word will flourish 
and grow. 

In His service, 

Gary W. Sims 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for all of your prayers, phone calls, 
cards and other nice things you did for me after my 
operation.  It made my recovery much easier.  God 
Bless each one. 

   With love,  

   Joyce Allen 

 

To the Milford Hills family: 

Thank you for all of your prayers, cards, calls, visits 
and support during my recent surgery and recovery.  
God has blessed Linda and me with such a caring and 
loving church family.  Your support has been so helpful 
and encouraging.  I hope to soon be able to return to 
ònormaló activity. Thank you so very much.   
   

   In Christian love, 

   Jim Freeman 

 

I would like to thank my Milford Hills family for all the 
cards, food and most important the prayers during the 
loss of my mother.  What an honor to me to be a mem-
ber of this wonderful church. 

   Doug Jones and Amy Ikerd 

R EFRESHMENTS 
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A Tribute to Rev. David Hockett 

Given at Milford M.E.A.L.  May 17, 2009 

Through six years of leadership David has taken Milford Hills UMC to a deeper level of discipleship and a 
greater appreciation of worship.  David demonstrated from the very beginning his spiritual depth when he had 
printed in the bulletin the Benedictine rule of hospitality:  òAll guests who present themselves are to be wel-
comed as Christ, for him himself will say: I was a stranger and you welcomed me.ó  Matthew 25:35 

 

David has a gift for teaching and preaching.  David is like Philip in the story of the Ethiopian eunuch who was 
traveling home from Jerusalem.  Philip ran up beside the chariot while the eunuch was reading from the 
prophet Isaiah and asked òDo you understand what you are reading?ó  The eunuch replied, òHow can I, unless 
someone guides me?ó  Philip opened the meaning the Scripture to the eunuch and he became a believer. 

 

Also one is reminded of the story of the travelers on the road to Emmaus when Jesus came along beside them as 
they were discussing what had happened in Jerusalem when Jesus was crucified. They did not recognize Jesus, 
but they told him how sad they were.  They told him of the hopes they had placed in Jesus.  Jesus opened the 
Scripture to them beginning with Moses and the prophets. 

 

David has a gift for opening the Scripture, expanding your understanding so that it cuts straight to the heartñ
and creates in you a longing to have a deeper and closer relationship with God. 

 

David introduced many of us to the beauty of silent retreat.  He guided us through difficult studies. He helped 
us stretch the boundaries of our understanding of who God wants us to be. 

 

David has shown òChristlikeó compassion for those who suffer.  Many have experienced his presence with them 
during crisis, last stages of life or loss of a loved one. 

 

David has prepared us well to graciously welcome our new pastor and wife, Chris and Gloria Hughes. 

 

We thank you, David.  We love you and your precious familyñ Kim, Salem, Abbey and Eli.  You will be 
greatly missed. 
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JUNE  A NNIVERSARIES  JUNE  B IRTHDAYS   

1   

2 Betty Sides 

3 Jim Baird 

4 Dick Polson 

5   

6 Marshall Brady 

7 Kylie Brooks, Nolan Saunders 

8   

9 Scott Kirkpatrick, Danny Whitaker 

10 Josh Dean, Dottie Hinz, Margaret Wansley 

11   

12 Madelyn Handy 

13 Shellie Leazer, Donna Wagoner 

14 Marilyn Goodman, Jeannie Lefler 

15 Chris James 

16 Bill Burgin 

17   

18   

19   

20 Michael Walls 

21 Jim Dockins, Danny Hudson, Don Neff, Logan Saunders 

22 Mike Dwiggins, Kristie Gingery, Luanne Sides 

23 Jim Murphy 

24 Bettina Manning 

25 Carrie Davidson, Becky Mardesich 

26   

27 Melissa Cummings, Tim Fry, Caroline Jones, Sarah 
Meitzler 

28 Sid Harvey, Mayson James 

29 Gary Emerson, Kate Preslar 

30   

1ñMike & Vicky Jordanñ32 years 

3ñJoe & Brenda Linnñ47 years 

10ñRobin & Sally Robertsñ42 years 

12ñRyan & Alice Richñ10 years 

12ñTom & Dale Williamsñ39 years 

13ñChip & Kari Comadollñ22 years 

16ñDavid & Kim Hockettñ19 years 

17ñLarry & Luanne Sidesñ31 years 

18ñGary & Helen Emersonñ49 years 

18ñRocky & Leslie Hunsuckerñ15 years 

18ñSteve & Doris Plummerñ26 years 

19ñChris & Laura Preslarñ10 years 

20ñJoel & Jayne Hubbardñ46 years 

20ñLarry & Caroline Wagonerñ44 years 

22ñQuillman & Dot Woodñ63 years 

25ñJohn & Elizabeth Bradyñ15 years 

25ñShane & Monica Handy 

26ñJim & June Bairdñ55 years 

26ñPaul & Suzy Kellyñ27 years 

27ñRodney & Wendy Harrisñ11 years 
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Youôre Invited 

What: Live B.I.G. Sunday School 

Who: K-5th grade 

What Time:  9:45 

Doing What:  June ï Map it out: Saul to Paul 

July ï Friends go together like peas & carrots 

August ï Live out LOUD! 

 

Oh ï Itôll be a little different!  Weôll have an 

opening session all together in the choir 

room, then move to another room for 

messy stuff, and another room for storying 

and é you get the idea.  Each week will 

probably be different ï but the truths are 

still the same: 

1. God is a great BIG God! 

2. God loves us with a great BIG love! 

3. We are part of Godôs great BIG 

world! 

 

Thereôs a new date for VBS! 

Get Ready for a Rockinô Time até 

 

                   August 2-6, 2009 

 

Pre-register at   www.groupvbs.com/webtoybox/

myvbs/mhum 

(check the church website for a link to VBS registra-

tion: www.milfordhillsmethodist.or) 

 

Youth and Adults: Do you want to help?  Consider 

volunteering as a Crew Leader (a friend and helper 

who calls kids by name, offers kids choices, who asks 

questions and encourages kid.  I bet youôre thinking ñI 

can do that!ò.  Use that talent for organization to sup-

port registration or decorating.  Those computer skills 

come in handy for the Finale video each night.  Who 

knew being goofy was a talent ï well it works for Sta-

tion Leaders.  Are you an aspiring Martha Stewart: 

Home Décor Queen?  We can use those staging and 

decorating talents!  Whether you prefer a background 

role or want to dig in deep with the kids, thereôs a 

place for you at Crocodile Dock.  Talk to Marlee Mur-

phy or Sissy Anthony soon. 
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